
ANNUAL FUND REPORT 2019-2020

“I would maintain that thanks are the highest form of thought; and 
that gratitude is happiness doubled by wonder.” – G.K. Chesterton



“We felt it is important to give to the Annual Fund because this school has given so much to us. 
Our children have received a top-notch education here, and our entire family has benefited from 
the incredible sense of community that SJNCS generates.” 

– Carol Anne and Jason Long

Proud supporter of SJN Mustangs

S o u t h E a s t B a n k . c o m

“I was blessed to spend 14 years serving in various capacities at St. John Neumann School, until I 
retired in 2018.
  
Throughout those years, I remained notably impressed with the academic programs and the high 
standards of educational expectations.  I witnessed the dedication of the teachers, which was
evidenced in the continual superior test scores and future endeavors of the graduating students. 

More impressive, however, was the motivation and enthusiasm of the students as they
participated in providing charitable service to our community.  I observed the hearts of these
children and their prayerful spirit as they reached out to others.

It was an honor for me to be a part of the countless ways the school family, including the
administration and the parents, dedicated their faithfulness to prayer and fellowship to the Lord.  
God’s work is surely evident in the hallways of this school.

I am honored to be able to contribute my time, talent, and treasure by supporting this wonderful 
school.” 

 – Joanne Perkins Behnke



The SJNCS Annual Fund
2019-2020 Totals

Annual Fund Gifts:          $56,000
Sponsorships and Restaurant “Give Back” nights: $10,750
Total         $66,750

We took an enormous leap forward last year in total Annual 
Fund giving and, most importantly, in the number of SJNCS
families who gave. 
Thank you!!

“We understand that tuition alone is not enough to fully cover the excellent education, programs, 
and resources that SJN provides. Donating to the Annual Fund directly benefits our children as 
well as all children at SJN.”   

- Andy and Liz Hebert

How Do I Give to the Annual Fund?
You may make your tax-deductible Annual Fund gift via mail in the enclosed return envelope or 
online at sjnknox.org/annualfund. 

Increase the impact of your gift! Please contact your employer to ask if they have a matching 
gifts program.

What exactly is the Annual Fund? 
Annual Fund gifts are unrestricted funds directed where the need is greatest, creating 
opportunities for learning and discovery, providing  scholarships for students who need them, and 
giving SJNCS flexibility to take advantage of emerging opportunities and respond to unanticipated 
needs and challenges.

Annual Fund support enables us to provide every student the highest quality education and faith de-
velopment experience.

Who benefits from the Annual Fund?
Every student benefits from the Annual Fund in the following two ways:

 1.  The quality of education we provide all students today has been made possible in part 
      by all Annual Fund gifts made in the past. 

 2.  Tuition alone does not cover the actual cost of any SJNCS student’s education
      (which is the case at most Catholic schools). Therefore, Annual Fund gifts make the
      most significant difference in bridging the gap between tuition and the actual cost of an
      SJNCS education… for every student. 

Additionally, thanks to the support of generous donors, 30% of SJNCS families receive some form 
of financial aid, enabling us to fulfill our calling to provide a Catholic school education to those who 
could otherwise not afford it.

The 2019-2020 academic year demonstrated just how important Annual Fund giving is, since the 
pandemic forced us to cancel the school’s largest annual fundraiser. Annual Fund resources helped 
minimize the impact of such a loss. We appreciate our donors for making that possible! 

We are grateful to Jenny Martinez Photography and Sarah Keenan Photogrpahy for providing the 
wonderful photos in this report. 



Mustang Facts and Figures

SJNCS Mission Statement

•  With a student body size of 345, SJNCS
    begins the 2020-2021academic year with its
    3rd consecutive year of increased enrollment.

•  Average class size (K-8th) is 17.

•  Pre-K student to teacher ratio is 9:1.

•  18% minority population

•  14% Hispanic population

•  30% of families receive financial assistance

•  92% Catholic / 8% Non-Catholic

•  94% of the SJNCS Class of 2020 attend KCHS.

•  There are 31 certified educators on the
    teaching staff, 23 of whom have advanced 
    degrees.

The mission of St. John Neumann Catholic 
School is to:

Serve God with loving hearts
Joyfully embrace our Catholic faith, and 
Nurture individual and academic excellence.

 “We give to SJNCS because we know that at 
this outstanding school real learning and faith 
formation take place.” 

- Vejas and Kathleen Liulevicius

“We give to SJNCS because it is an amazing 
school and community.  SJNCS has given and 
continues to give so much to our 5 children, that 
we want to help make sure that the care, quality 
education, and commitment they provide
continues for all children, even after all 5 of ours 
have graduated from this wonderful school. 
SJNCS is family to us and it is important to help 
support the ones you love!”  

– Amanda and Eric Perry

“I give to SJNCS to help give other children an opportunity to attend the exceptional school that 
my children have been so blessed to be a part of.”  

– Kristi Burkhardt

“We love that our school not only welcomes 
and embraces diversity but also supports it... 
this is one of the reasons why we’re happy to 
give to SJNCS.”

“Nuestra escuela no solo promueve diversidad 
sino también se asegura de proveer asistencia 
económica a quien lo necesita…. Esta es una 
de las razones por las que orgullosamente 
hacemos donaciones a SJNCS”    

– Paola Martinez and Juan Urquiza



Receive a $10 Raffle Ticket for Every $25 You Donate to 
the SJNCS Annual Fund!!

Gifts of $25 increments to the SJNCS Annual Fund will have an even greater impact on the 
lives of others. 

Your Annual Fund gift is an investment in the future of SJNCS, helping us provide our
children the best education and faith development experience possible.

A portion of raffle ticket sales directly benefits SJNCS, and the other portion provides tuition 
assistance to help qualifying families attend Knoxville Catholic Schools (including SJNCS).

Important Details
•  Every raffle ticket provides you 16 chances to win a cash prize ranging from $1,000-
   $5,000, as administered by the Diocese of Knoxville Catholic Schools.

•  For every $25 you donate to the SJNCS Annual Fund, SJNCS will give you a Diocese of
   Knoxville Catholic Schools raffle ticket.

•  There is no limit… every $25 you donate to the SJNCS Annual Fund  will earn you 1 raffle
    ticket. 

•  The raffle ticket promo only applies to SJNCS Annual Fund gift payments received by
    December 17th, 2020. While you can make a long-term pledge to the SJNCS Annual
    Fund (which we appreciate), we can only provide the raffle ticket(s) for actual payments
    received by December 17th.

•  The value of each raffle ticket ($10) is not tax-deductible but the remainder of your
    donation is.

•  PLEASE CHECK THE BOX ON THE ENCLOSED DONATION REPLY ENVELOPE IF YOU
   WOULD LIKE YOUR RAFFLE TICKET(S). YOU MAY CHECK THE BOX ONLINE IF YOU
   MAKE YOUR GIFT ON THE  ANNUAL FUND DONATION PAGE: sjnknox.org/annualfund



“We have extremely high expectations in terms of our son’s academic opportunities. The faculty, 
administration, and facilities of St. John Neumann have not only met this lofty standard, but have 
far exceeded it.

Our son, Grant, is thriving in the school’s environment because of the student-to-teacher ratios, 
the dedicated attention that the kids receive, and the loving and supportive atmosphere where 
his interests and passions are fostered, encouraged, and developed.

We are truly grateful that we found such a wonderful, nurturing school where our son can grow 
academically, socially, culturally, and spiritually. We are proud to support SJNCS.”       

- Monica and Mike Odom

“Our 3 children all graduated from St. John Neumann Catholic School and we continue to
support the school even though our children are no longer there. SJNCS provided our children a 
Christ-centered place to learn and grow. Our children thrived at SJNCS (even the 2 who received 
academic support) and were prepared for high school.  I also work as a substitute teacher and 
truly believe that it is a very special school.”      

– Bob and Lisa Beldyk



Fr. Joe Reed
Alan and Sally Sefton – In Memory of Theodore Alan James Howden

Robert and Renda Zielke

Anonymous

John and Mary Baker
Joseph and Sabrina Hagerman

Walter and Robin Hanson
Deacon Jim Lawson

Steve and Mary Marlowe
Margot Odom

Dr. Barima Poku and Dr. Victoria Poku
Grant and Ailish Shirley
Brian and Tessa Tonne

Tim and Colleen Trapuzzano
Jules and Ann Wade – In Memory of June Meres

Patrick and Anna Wade

Anonymous
Bill and Marilyn Derbyshire

Stephen and Theresa Dzialo
Mark and Aileen Edmands
Alex and Charlene Hellman
Dr. Pat and Barbara O’Brien

Monica and Mike Odom
Ron Perfetto

Clarabelle Remeta
F. Kevin Shea – In Memory of Pamela and James Guy

Deacon Marquis and Donna Syler
Katie and Eric Wrzesniewski

Donors
St. John Neumann Society

Gifts of $5,000 or more

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Society
Gifts of $2,500-$4,999

Trinity Circle
Gifts of $1,000-$2,499

Principal’s Circle
Gifts of $500-$999

“We give to SJNCS 
because we have been 
blessed by the
community that exists at 
our school. Not only do 
our children receive a 
challenging education, but 
they are able to 
explore their faith and 
grow their values with 
students, faculty, and staff 
members who encourage 
them to become the best 
version of themselves. 
Giving to the Annual 
Fund allows our school 
to continue to provide 
more opportunities for our 
students and helps other 
families experience this 
community as well.”   

- Mary and Steve
Marlowe



Anonymous
Glen and Karen Adams
Rebecca Baker
Joanne Perkins Behnke
Jim and Judy Bentley
Richard and Sue Boughner
Rosemary and Mark Calvert
David and Lisa Campbell
Karen Carr
Cindy and Ray Chan
Christos and Xrisanthe Christopoulos
SJN Knights of Columbus (Council 8781)
Leanette Coyne
Jayne E. Curley
Carol Dawson
Kathleen Dorman – 
 In Memory of Hunter Collins Dorman
Michelle Dougherty
Jeff Elliott – In Honor of the Class of 2020
Rick and Katie Garner
Nick and Andrea Gentile
John and Debbie Geppi
Joaquin and Yurisan Gonzalez
Mary Ann Groves
Andy and Elizabeth Hebert
Bill and Karen Hopwood
Alexander Houston
Gary and Christie Hubbard
Walter Johnson
Natalie Judy
Joe and Sarah Keenan
Jon and Yvonne Kidder

Anonymous
Santos and Nancy Aguilar
Naomi and Robert Berlin
Patrick and Erika Biddix
Kristi Burkhardt
Denise Doktycz
Jane Galloway
Pam Hoskins
Paul and Anne Hughes
Steve and Michele Lawson
Scott and Kerri Manning
Brian and Mary Nussbaum
Mallory Nygard
Mike and Cindy Patel

Brian and Melanie Kline
Leo and May Lamsen
Jim and Teresa Lavallee
Charlene Lijana
Ernest and Jamie Lisson
Vejas and Kathleen Liulevicius
Jason and Carol Anne Long – 
 In Honor of James Long (Class of 2020)
Beverly Lynch
Joseph and Lyn McConnell –
 In Honor of Morgan and Erin
Matthew and Krista McGrath
Stephanie and Knick Myers – 
 In Memory of Juliet Nyamutindirwa
Robert and Mary Neibecker –
 In Memory of Frances Neibecker
Joseph and Elizabeth Nother
The Oravitz Family
John and Kathy Passafiume
Joyce Patten
Eric and Amanda Perry
Tom and Kathy Perry
The Rochelle Family
Maureen and Todd Rushing
James and Patricia Russell
Karen Schnupp
Bryan and Katie Schreiber
Christopher and Shannon Sorah
Philip and Camille Spampinato
John and Lynne Szajkowski
The Urquiza Family
Kevin Walsh and Mary Cocumelli

Jody and William Pritchard
Don and Sheila Schreyer
Brett Shaffer
Kimberly Stapleton
Mike and Virginia Szafranski
Chris and Sabrina Talley
Michele Tarricone
Mario and Katya Vela – 
 In Honor of Alonso Vela (Class of ’18) and  
 Gonzalo Vela (Class of ‘21)
Aimee and Steve Ventura
Ken and Lili Walker
Lindsey White

Donors
Mustang Circle
Gifts of $100-$499

Green and White Circle
Gifts up to $99



O’Rourke Orthodontics
Knights of Columbus, Ted H. Denning Council 8781

Huntington Learning Center
Knoxville Catholic High School

The Cat Clinic 
Barbara Maples Piano Lessons
HealthSource – Dr. Chris Talley

SouthEast Bank
TN Orthopaedic Clinics/Dr. Tim Renfree 

The Beldyk Family 
Smarter Searches 

East TN Spine and Sport/Greg DeFilippo 
Tazewell Animal Clinic

Knoxville Laser Contouring
Blaze Pizza

Fazoli’s
Einstein Bagels

Lenoir City Animal Clinic, P.C.
Myers Bros. Holdings 

CertaPro Painters
Water Into Wine Bistro & Lounge

Knoxville Beverage Company
Westland Farms Studio/Sarah Keenan Photographer

Two Eagles Foundation
St. Mary’s Legacy Foundation of East Tennessee

This report honors the individuals who made cash contributions to the SJNCS Annual Fund between October of 2019 and
June 30, 2020. If your gift was omitted or inaccurately recognized, please accept our sincere apology. If you do notice such an 

oversight, please contact Patrick Wade at 865-777-3410 so we may correct our records.

Donors & Sponsors
Matching Funds Donors

Grants

Sponsors
Verizon

Cisco Systems



                                                                         

Dr. Chris Talley – Chiropractor & SJN Parent 

                              

PROUD SUPPORTER

upgrade the
way you pizza

TM

Residential. Commercial. Interior. Exterior.

(865) 470-0001

Sponsors



Receive a $10 Raffle Ticket for Every $25
You Donate to the SJNCS Annual Fund!!

Details inside!

To learn about other ways to give to SJNCS, or to ask any questions about the
SJNCS Annual Fund, please contact:

Patrick Wade
Director of Development (and proud SJNCS Dad)
St. John Neumann Catholic Church and School

(865)777-3410
pwade@sjnknox.org

sjnknox.org/annualfund

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!!


